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VOTES avno PROCEEDINGS, March, 1780. (47
: | | .

| Charles Carroll of Carrollton, Efgs from the fenate, delivers to Mr. Speaker a létter from

George Plater, Efg; dated Philadelphia, May 2, 1780, enclofing a copy of a letter from general
Lincoln, from Charles-town, of the gth of April; which were read. |

The queftion was put, That the bill for bringing into the treafury the fum of twenty million

five hundred and forty thoufand dollars, apd finking the fame, &c. which yefterday had a fecond

réading, do pafs? The yeas and nays‘ being called for by Mr. Deye appeared as follow :

| A FFIRMATTIV E

4 ~Reed, W. Stevenfon, Fitzbugh, Ward, Chale, Driver,; -

4 5 Jordan, Worthington,  Smith, ~ Job, . Barle, Keene;

8 & Mackall, . Hall, 1);ohms, B. Hall, | Ringgold, Sprigg, ’

f < Wilmer, . Ridgely, irkhead, Magruder, Gaunt, Bayly.

i1 Lethrbury, Maccubbin, J. Henry, Quynn, !

g ' . N EG A TI1VE | .

' ‘s Williamfon, Harrifoa, J. Stevenfon,  Reatty, Norris, M*Mechen;

3 Freeland, Deye, C. Ridgely, M<Comas, Taylor, Alexander,

‘ ‘ \ So i1t was refolved in the afirmative. : ) .
| The houfe adjourns till half paft 2 o’clock. N )

"
P OS T MERIDTIE M
The houfe met, N | |

Mr. Ward brings in and delivers to Mr. Speaker the.following mefage :

| | | |
By vz HOUSE or. DELEGATES, Max 5, 1780,

MAY IT PLEASE YOUR HONOURS, , . v

T H'E reje&tion by your honours of the bill to confilcate the property of our enemies to the |
ufe of the ftate, fubjedt to the difpoiition of the general affembly, has involved this houfe in very|
. great difficulties.  Your honours having offered no reafons for your negative, we ftill retain our
%ormer opinion, both with refpeét to the juftice and policy of the meafure. We are fully fatif-
fied, that the feizure of Britith property is fupported by the law and ragﬁce of civilifed nations.
We intended to remove every objeétion to the paﬂ'zz%e of the bill, and therefere declined to draw

=

any line to afcertain what perfons are Britith fubjeéts ; and were willing to leave the determina-
tion of that queftion to the judicial power. We omitted to mention the abfentees in the bill ;
and unlefs by the law of nations, or the common law, they can be confidered as Britith fubje&s, |
they would not be affeted by our bill ; which only confifcated the property of the (ubje&s‘of
that nation. As your honours, at the laft feflion, exprefled yourfelves greatly averfe to the fale
of Britifh property, we have given no reafon by the prefent bill to conclude we intended to dif-
pofe of it, and in our meffage (of the 12th of April laft) we informed your hondurs, that it was
not the intention of this houfe to difpofe of any part of it, unlefs what the two houfes fhould
agree to fell as perifhable and unprofitable, and that we wifhed to pledge the whole (or as much
| as might be neceflary) with the profits, as a fpecific fund for the redemption of the new emif-
fions, in {pecie, agreeable to the requifition of congrefs. Wie flattered ourfelves with your ho-
| nour’s affent to the bill, from the utility of the meafure, and the refleétion that your honours, in
your meflage of the 23d of December, declared that it could not be inferred from your former
meflage (of the 20th of December) that you were againft the feizure of Britifh property 4nd the
appropriation of it, to enable us to carry on the war, as you only intimated your opinion, that
fo new and imporeant 2 fubje&t might lie over for the confideration of a future meeting, to re-
ceive a further difcuflion.

The committee of this houfe, appointed to confider the requifitions of congrefs of the 25th of
February and 18th of March, have reported, that the fame ought to be complied with as far as
poflible, and the eftimates of expence handed in amount to upwards of fixty million of dollars,
and we believe, the expence of cafriagé and ‘other contingent expences confidered, thofe efti-
matds are not too large. We tifh this ftate to exert every effort in its power to comply with
the two requifitions of congrefs. For this purpofe we have herewith fent your honours two
bills ; one for the impofition of taxes, and the other te bring into the treafury our proportion of
'the comtinental emiffions. By the firft we have impofed (in addition to the five pound tax) twen-
ty pounds on every hundred ipounds of property, one half payable the 10th of June, and the refi-
due the 1oth of November ; and for the fupply of provifions, we have laid a tax of 28 pounds of
tobacco on every £. 100 of property, which is £.25 4 on every|£. 100, payable the firft of Sep-
tember. By the fecond bill we have propofed to bring in twenty million five hundred ang forty
thoufand dollars (our quota of the congrefs emiffions) by offering the holders one dollar of the
new emiffion for every 337 dollars breught in. Tlo eftablifh the beft funds in our power for the
redemption of the new bills, we have laid duties on certain imports and exports, and other rates,
and appropriated the monies arifing from fines and forfeitures, and the fale of eftates forfeited for

| treafon,




